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_ Chapter 1: 

~~ The Exploding 
TA Ta 

yf » ae Arrows Attack 
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IT SEEMS SHE’s 
STAYING IN THAT 
: FARMERS’ HOUSE J 
° Be TO NURSE HER 
YOUR TARGET, i a Vs ‘ oy SS {SICK TRAVELING 
ay 4 : COMPANION. 


HOWEVER, IS BS) Fon WHAT | SAW, ES 


THE YOUNG GIRL Rd jal Fa a é So Qe 
WHO'S GOT AN : se Sy Be AS IT’S A COUPLE OF = 
UBELIEVABLY koe bie , a fh ES 


\ 


ST As SS 





IF YOU TARGET 
EVERYONE'S LIVES, 
SHE'LL TRY TO 
COVER THEM FOR 
‘SURE...SHE’S THAT 
KIND OF GIRL. 


CAN YOU 
KILL EVEN 
CHILDREN 
WITHOUT 
HESITA- 
TION!? 


SWIFTNESS 
IS OF THAT 


YOU COULD BE 
KILLED IN THE 
TIME IT TAKES 
TO NOCK THE 
SECOND ONE. 


CONVENIENCE, 
THERE’RE HER 
SICK COMPANION 
AND THOSE 


HANDICAP THAT'LL 
BECOME FATAL 
TO HER!! 





IF YOU DON’T 
HAVE AT LEAST 
THAT RESOLVE, 
YOU WON'T EVER 

BE ABLE TO BRING 


AND ARE ITCHING Hess yes 
TO KILL HUMANS, 
: HERE GOT BORED 
BE THe WOVEN. KILLING BEASTS 
OR CHILDREN! 
AND BIRDS IN THE 
MOUNTAINS 


























asour iT, \if 
IT’S FINE. 





HAVE YOU YAKICHI- 
ALWAYS BEING SAN... fagilld 
HERE DOING 
FARMING!?: 





BARELY ABLE 
TO SUBSTAIN 





AFTER THAT | 
EVEN FOUGHT AT 
SEKIGAHARA IN 
VANGUARD OF ISHIDA 
MITSUNARI... 


| REALLY 
ADMIRED THAT 
TAIKO-SAMA 
(HIDEYOSHI), WHO 
EVEN BECAME 
THE COUNTRY 
RULER FROM 
BEING A 


IT WAS A 
HORRIBLE 





| JOINED 
A GROUP OF 





Wee 


oll 


I tHougHr WITHOUT ONE, | 
WHY A wag COULDN'T HAVE: 
COULDN'T —-HAD THE MEANS 
BREAK OUT TO SURVIVE NOR 
THE POSSIBILITY 
TO RAISE UP IN 

THE WORLD! 


| FOUGHT FOR 
THE TOYOTOMI 
SIDE, FOR THAT 
TAIKO-SAMA | 
ADMIRED!! 


THEN...AFTER 
WAITING FOR 
A LONG TIME, 
THERE WAS 
THE SIEGE OF 
OSAKA! 





AND AGAIN, | RAN 
FROM ONE PLACE 
TO ANOTHER BARELY 
ESCAPING WITH MY LIFE 
FROM THE OCHIMUSHA 


So, | WENT 
TO SUNPU 
ALL ALONE, 
AND WHEN | 


THAT, WHAT 
DO YOU THINK 
| THOUGHT? 


| THOUGHT THAT 
IF | WAS GONNA DIE 
ANYWAY, | COULD 
HAVE A FLASHY 
DEATH, LIKE EVEN 
ATTACKING IEYASL’S 
PALANQUIN, 
THE ENEMIES’ 





| WAS HUNGRY, 
$O HUNGRY...THAT 


| THOUGTH 
SHE WAS A 


CHIYO-CHAN 
AND HEITA-KUN 
AREN'T YOUR 
CHILDREN!? 


THEY'RE KAI'S 
HUSBAND... THEY SAID 
THEIR FATHER DIED 

OF AN ILLNESS. 





NOW THEY'VE 
BECOME EMOTIONALLY 
ATTACHED TO ME 
AS IF | WERE THEIR 
REAL FATHER. 


IT TOOK 
TIME, BUT 
EVEN CHIYO 
AND HEITA 





THAT | 
$0 MUCH goat 
WHY THEY 
VANISHED SINCE | WAS ALWAYS 
AWAY... YOUNG... GLITTERED 





| KNOW, & g 
WERE : WHAT'RE YOU 


COMING!! 


DOOOING!? 
YOU'RE 


Ae LAAATE!! 
































KAI-SAN, EVEN THOUGH 
YOU WON'T GET ANY- 
THING FROM IT, WHY 
ARE YOU NURSING A 
STRANGER LIKE ME? 





| 
—1 (ORE)...NO, | 
(WATASHI)... 





IF EVERYTHING 
DOESN’T CONNECT 
IN THE END TO 
ACHIEVE YOUR 
GOAL, IT’S 
NOT WORTH 
THE TROUBLE!! 
| WAS TAUGHT 


ARE USELESS TO 
SOMEONE NEVER 
MET BEFORE, IT’S 


| WAS RAISED 
AND TAUGHT TO 
NOT ACT IF NOT 

FOR THE SAKE 
OF REACHING MY 


BEING GENTLE 
TO OTHERS, 
GIVING PLEASURE, 


bh MAKING THEM 





I'LL HAVE 
YOU TAKE A 
COLD BATH, 





OF THE RIVER 
AND THE BIRDS’ 





THIS IS 
WHAT THEY : 
CALL HAPPINESS! é 
IT’S SOMETHING 
PRICELESS... 


YOU CAN COME 

TO RELAX HERE 

WHENEVER YOU 
WANT. 














YAKICHI-SAN 
AND THE 
OTHERS, 

ABSOLUTELY! 


IF HE'S AN di 


ASSASSIN 


¢) 








WHERE’ RE 

2, YOU AIMING = 
ATH? I'M 3 
HEEEERE!! S 


rir 


SET 
ieee 
eR 
=. € 


3 












































HIDE! YOu 
MUSTN’T 
COME OUTIL 

















THEY'RE 
ASSASSINS 
AIMING AT 
ME, BUTI! 



































PLEASE, 

PAY ATTENTION 
ONLY TO THE MAN 
OVER THERE 
AND AVOID HIS 


ARROWS!! 


p CHIYO-CHAN AND 
HEITA-KUN!! 










































































DON’T WORRY!! 
I'LL BEAT THEM Sf 
FOR SURE! 


STAY HERE, HIDING 
IN THE SHADOWS 
OF THESE SOLID 

THINGS!! ALRIGHTI? 

YOU MUSTN’T 
COME OUTIL 
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SS 
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WWE 


HOW 
DID You 
Ss DARE... S 





li ae 
aie 


if lp 





I'M FINE! MORE 
IMPORTANTLY, 
| CAN’T FIND 
KIKU-SAN!! 


| THINK THAT 
AZUMI-SAN HID 
THEM SOMEWHERE 
SAFE... 





THE EXPLOSIONS 
STOPPED...DID 
AZUMI-SAN 


DEFEAT THE 








YOU, WHO’RE 

TAILING ME, 

ARE HIDING, 
RIGHT!? 


4 ONLY AT AL 
mel! 








Chapter 3: 
Yakichi's 
Happiness 





























— ip A A 











| BEAT THEM BOTH!! 
I'M SURE THAT YAKICHI-SAN gone OO ce 
AN KAI-SAN ARE SAFE TOO! AND STICK ON IT, 
$0 | TOOK IT OFF. 


AND SO YOU 
ENTERED IN 
THE BUCKET, 





HEITA-KUN, 
CHIYO-CHAN, 
YOU'RE 
ALRIGHT!! 


I'M SORRY...TO HAVE 
MADE YOU EXPERIENCE 
SUCH TERROR... 
I'M SORRY! 


Ny AH HA HA HA 
m HAA... THANK 
» GOODNESS!! 





VM FINE. I'VE 
JUST SPRAINED 





MAYBE 


HAVEN'T 
3 YOU FOUND 
THE ROOF WAS | F ; KIKU-SAN? 
DESTROYED AND 
FELL DOWN, SHE 
g VANISHED... 








THANK 
GOODNESS, 
YOU'RE FINE!! 








OF ME, | INVOLVED 
YOUR FAMILY THAT WAS 
LIVING IN PEACE IN AN 

AWFUL THING... 


WHO’RE YOU, 
AZUMI-SAN!?- 


4 


mes 





FORGIVE ME. BECAUSE | 


“ait 


se 
A 




















IT SEEMS THAT IT’S 
STILL NOT PUBLIC THAT 
IEYASU WAS KILLED, BUT | 
IT’S TRUE THAT | KILLED 

HIM ON A FALCONRY 

GROUND!! 


| THINK 
THAT SOON IT 


THE POWERFUL 
KILLED ENEMY THAT 
BY... THIS. EVEN SOMEONE 
YOUNG GIRL, ye LIKE ME WANTED 
BY AZUMI- E 7 TOKILLI? 
SAN...? 





WHAT DID 
AZUMI- 
NEECHAN DO!? 


HM 


THOSE ARROWS 
WITH EXPLODING 
POWDER...’ 
GONNA DISPOSE 
OF THEM AND 
THE GUNPOWDER 
IN THE RIVER. 



































DON’T WORRY 
ABOUT THE HOUSE, 
AZUMI-SAN. WE'RE 

HAPPY TO STILL 

HAVE OUR Lives! 


THINKING 
THAT A 
YOUNG GIRL 
LIKE YOU 


| DON’T NEED 
COMPENSATION 
OR ANYTHING! 
MORE 
IMPORTANTLY, 
HURRY UP AND 
RUN ta 


TO KEEP RUNNING 
AWAY, YOU'VE GOT 
TO USE YOUR MONEY 
SPARINGLY! 


TO KILL HIM. 
IEYASU HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN 
THE BIGGEST 
OF THE ENEMY 
GENERALS 


THEY'LL CONTINUE 
TO TRY FOR YOUR 
LIFE, SO YOU'LL 
NEED THEM 
TO CONTINUE 
YOUR JOURNEY, 





BEFORE 
THE NEXT 
PURSUERS 

COME, YOU 
SHOULD 
HURRY UP 


YES, IT MEANS 

ie IF THEY CAME 
OVE oe HERE TO ATTACK 

WHO'VE BEEN Ge 10 Ara 
TAILING ME 

ALL ALONG, 

EVEN NOW... 


YOU CAN SHAKE 

OFF WHO ARE 
TAILING YOU WITH 

THAT HORSE! 


CONVENIENTLY, 
THERE'S A 





IF You 
DILLY DALLY, THE 


MIND OUR 
HOME AND 


KIKU-SAN, YOU 


TARGETING SHOULD STILL 
EVEN PEOPLE y 


WHO FELL WHO AREN'T 
FROM THE « INVOLVED AT 
ASSASSIN’S 


HORSES. WE 
MUST HURRY!! 


ae. E 





CHIYO-CHAN, 
HEITA-KUN, SORRY 
FOR HAVING GIVEN 


YOU A FRIGHTENING 








aha AS \ 























IT’S THE ABDOMEN...MY 
INTERNAL ORGANS WERE 
PLEASE, STAY CUT...EVEN IF WE CALLED 
CALM AND A DOCTOR, | WOULDN'T 
LISTEN!! 











TO GROW OLD AND 
CONTINUE LIVING IN 
THIS CALMNESS... 


IVE ALWAYS. 
FELT THAT... 


WHAT!? Is 
SOMETHING 


| WAS EXPECTING 
THIS...THAT ONE 
DAY, A MOMENT 
LIKE THIS WOULD 


THOUGH IT 
WAS INEVIT- 
ABLE ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD... 





k ) RY SAS TO te ‘Laas ele s} we 
WY) YN eS a Wi 


CHO... ia ( 






























































ania) 
———— WHY IS LIke 


THAT? WHERE 
YOU STRUCK BY & 
THOSE ouys!? 


YOU MUST 
ESCAPES! MIFICENTLY |) pp Nees WoULD 
YOU MUST & HAVE ENDED UP wayigy 


NOT DIE, STAYING HERE 
UNTIL | DIED. 


You MAG- IF SHE 














a 
ui ) 


a A 

































































































































YOU'LL JUST GO 
BACK LIVING AS 
YOU DID EIGHT 4 
MONTHS AGO... “\) DON’T 

BEFORE | CAME , GRIEVE! (| | 










TIN: THEY STIL DONT CONSIDER HIM THEIR FATHER BLT THEY CAL FIM OUI-CHAN, A TERM 
USED FOR A GENERIC MIDOLE AGED MAN, BUT STILL VERY CLOSED TO THEM, Like AN UNGLE. 





THANK YOU. 
BECAUSE OF YOU 
| HAD HAPPY DAYS 





i H 
it ; 


Nay 





THOSE 
TAILING 








WHEN FIGHTING 
ASSASSINS...| MUSTN’T 
INVOLVE KIND PEOPLE 
WHO HAVE GOT NOTHING 
TO DO WITH ME... 


BECAUSE OF 
ME, THEIR 
HOUSE WAS 
DESTROYED 
LIKE THAT 





M, 


JEYASU- 
EH? 


AZUMI 


3 
3 
g 
8 
@ 


WHO KILLED THE 
RULER, 
SAMA, 





Chapter 4: High Priest Getsuan 





NO, YOU'RE 
JUST INFLU- | 
ENCED BY SOME Oa 


GROUNDLESS a 


I NEED A FEMALE 
WORKER NO 
MATTER WHAT!! 


a 


| REFUSED 

AGAIN AND 
AGAIN! 
PLEASE, 


) GO AWAY!! 


AGAIN FROM SO 
EARLY IN THE 
MORNING... 
EVEN THOUGH 
YOU'RE A HIGH 





























Yaw 

aw HG 

eer! Le 
wen 











hia i Ws 


ih ba 
if 


Ny 
Wh 


Bow) 

ons IE NAY se 
alee, a RY 

EN iO NU Da ss 












Topay I'm 


WANTED MORE 


THAN TWO CUTE 
NAR GIRLS TRAVELLING 
) TOGETHER!! 





WE WERE 
JUST GOING 
TO THE 
CAPITAL 
(kyo). 


YOU EARN 
MONEY IN 
YOUR OWN 
WAY, BEING 
BEAUTIFUL 
AND KNOW- 


ING STUNTS. 


You 
DON'T 
HAVE 
PARENTS, 
RIGHTI? 


THATI! | DON’T 
WANT EVEN A 
SINGLE ASSASSIN 
TO FOLLOW ME 
WHERE YAE-CHAN 
LIVES... 


JUDGING 
BY YOUR 
PECULIAR 
CLOTHES, 
ARE YOU 
DOOR-TO- 


| was 
PLANNING 





| THINK YOU WISH FOR A PLACE TO 

STAY WITH REGULAR, FINE MEALS, 

WITH EVEN A BATH AND WHERE YOU 

CAN SLEEP EVERY DAY IN A WARM 
FUTON, RIGHT!? 





THE HIGH 
PRIEST IS 
RIDING ON 





? THE HicH Priest =P 


REPEATED THAT 


THEY WOMEN MUST 


{| Have BEEN YOUNG 
AND BEAUTIFUL! 


THOUGH 
OUR MOTHERS AND 
GRANDMOTHERS 
SAID THEY WOULD 
HAVE DONE IT... 


| 


I EVERYBODY, 


HE DID Good! 



































WHEN YOUNG AND 

BEAUTIFUL WOMEN 

CAME, THEY SOON 
RAN AWAY! 











IN ORDER TO 


BE FUNNY...THEY 
END UP BEING 


5 LZ 
Za fil N 


) 


A) 
wt 





eh 


\ teed Sel 
a 
WELL, THAT'S reo Wis t ; 


“ 
CERTAINLYA | ain, an ‘agourrue || 
TRUE: STORIE : iD / FACT THAT THE 


YOUNG PRIESTS | 
AND THE WOMEN 


WHO CAME TO 


HELP WITH THE 


HOUSE CHORES 
ENDED UP 
QUITTING... 








YESTERDAY HE DID 
ONE SO INCREDIBLY 
LONG THAT WENT LIKE 

PR 





WHERE PEOPLE 

KILL EACH OTHER 

AND SWORDS AND 

)\ GUNS move THE 
» WORLD 


yer" 








BUT CHILDREN OF 
MERCHANTS LIKE YOU, as P 
AND EVEN THE CHILDREN AREN'T 

OF FARMERS... 7% * GUST THE 


WRITING AND 
USING THE 


THINGS!! 


.) 


—— 


“ll 








! 


wihidy | 


i 


it 


i 


THEREFORE Pork 


THE FACT THAT 
YOU CAN STUDY 
THINGS LIKE 
THIS, 











SHE SHOULD 
STOP LEAVING 
YOUR LITTLE 


BROTHER AND 
LITTLE SISTER 
HERE!! 


LEAVING 
THAT ASIDE, 
CONDITIONS fli $0, WHAT DO 
YOU'RE NOT YOU SAyl? 
SATISFIED _f 


























IF YOU COULD 
EVEN JUST CLEAN 
THIS HOUSE AND 

THE GARDEN, 


THERE’S A 
YOUNGSTER. 
LL INTRODUCE 
YOU LATER. 


IF YOU'RE 
BORED AND 
YOU WANT 
TO EMBARK 
ON YOUR 





YOU'LL 


Moreover{ THE HOUSE 
FLL EVEN @ CHORES, IT’S 
PAY YOU. FOR YOUTO 


FUTON AND 


JUDGING FROM THE 
DIRECTION WE WENT TO 
RUNNING ON THE HORSE... 
OUR ENEMIES SHOULD THINK 
WE'VE GONE MORE TO 
THE WEST... 


STAYING 
OUT OF THE 
HIGHWAY AND 

STOPPING HERE 
FOR A WHILE... 


HAVE REGULAR 
MEALS, WARM § 


LIVING HERE FOR 

A WHILE, TO SEE 

IF THIS LIFE IS TO 
YOUR TASTE... 

















YOU STAY 


QUIET, STUDY 
FOR YOURSELF 
AND WAIT 
































i 
IK LA apna 
i aa ey 
= JEEZ, WHAT 
r 4 A THING TO 
\\ San iad DO... | 


mast = {THINK THAT THIS IS 


y 
lh PARENTS JUST 
{ 


i) TO LEAVE THEIR 
CHILDREN IN CARE 
AND THEY BRING IN 

EVEN BABIES... 














He's THE 
YOUNGSTER 
| WAS TALKING 
TO YOU ABOUT 
















SINCE | WAS 
LITTLE, | 
WAS RAISED 
TO LEARN 
THE WAYS 

OF THE 
SWORD. 


THE KATANA 
HAS ALREADY 
BECOME LIKE A 
PART OF MY 


SLAYING ONE 


ANOTHER WITH | STRONGLY 


KATANAS IS ' WISH FOR A 
\ a WORLD WHERE 


A KATANA 
LIKE THAT IS 








iia 


SHE'S SUCH — MOREOVER, IT’S 
A CUTE AND NOT THAT AZUMI-DONO 
MURDERED PEOPLE WITH 
HER SWORD... 


AH! IT WAS 
RUDE OF ME! 
PLEASE FORGIVE 
Me. | DIDN'T 
INTEND TO SAY 
IT THAT WAY... 


























THIS IS 
tt 


WHAT DO YOU 
SAY, SHUN-SAN? 
DIDN’T | FIND 
SOME FINE 





SHOULDN'T 
YOU WISH FOR 
REGULAR MEALS, }, 


| 
haa | alt 
a \ 
ona 


IT’S BEEN $0 

LONG SINCE | 

COULD RELAX 
SO MUCH... 























] 


THEN, I’M 
ATTEN) 


PLEASANT 


GOING IN MN waar | i 
TH IT | J" 








QUUUUHHHMWWM.... 
DID SHE FIND 
THAT KNOTHOLE, 
PERHAPS!? 


SHUNIIRO- 
DONO, GOOD 
MORNING! 


SOMETHING TO 
) { wast, tL bo 


|) IT WITH MINE. 
I 





Ou,iT’s | 
THIS, RIGHT? 
FLL TAKE IT. 














IT’S FINE, IN 
ORDER TO NOT 
LET THE COLOR 
OF THE OTHER 

KIMONO STICK TO 
IT, | SEPARATE 
THE WHITE STUFF 


AND WASH IT 





YOU WORK 
REALLY HARD, 


THE HIGH 


PRIEST IS SO 
OVERJOYED... 





THAT BIG SIS 
IS DRYING THE 





| HEARD 
YESTERDAY! THE 
OTHER ONE IS 
CALLED KIku! 


THAT'S =— qi; p 
a THE HIGH PRIESTS 
SHINIRO-SENSErS IS SOMETHING WITH 
IDOSHI ? 9 A THIN STRING THAT 
YOU WEAR LIKE THIS! 





AZUMI-SAN 
IS DRYING UP 
SHUNJIRO- 


SENSEI’S 
FUNDOSHI!! 


Ut: by 












































SHUNIIRO- 
DONO, YOU'RE 
VERY PASSIONATE 
ABOUT STUDYING. 














THE RONIN A STUDYING 
WHO LOSE THEIR - WILL BE THE 
MEANS TO LIVE POWER TO BUILD 


A PEACEFUL AND 
@ QUIET SOCIETY!! 


THEY'LL 
CHANGE INTO 
VILLAINS 
AND REPEAT 
PLUNDERS... 
DISTURBING 
SOCIETY. 





TO THROW 


AWAY THEIR ARTS! —& 


WISDOM WILL 
GIVE BIRTH TO 
A NEW TYPE OF 








i ‘ 
=) Mit ee j AM gr 
= INDUS Mm a 
5 WILL ENRI BM, i \\\ ban 
H M THE COUNTRY, i Rich! | ALY \ 
EMPLOY/ irs Ne 
= , 
‘j \ \ J A e 
—- \ ! Sn g 
A yt A g 
, NOTHING CAN 
if BE BORN FROM ; 
“ P THE SWORD!! R i 
& / g r ae : ; 
a 
eZ ew 
oa ) 





; BUT NO WAY 
SREEN- THAT AZUMI 
HORN IKE WOULD FALL 





THAT’S WHY 
Cal you've GoT A Yi 
SPARKLE. z BL DREAM..ANDA FN 
2) PATH IN WHICH \S 
YOU BELIEVE 
WITH CONFI- 





wi? 
Pars 2 





SHUNIIRO... 
BECOMES REALLY 
SERIOUS ABOUT 
AZUMI, ITLL 
BE BAD... 








SAID WHEN 
| WAS GOING 
TO DO IT. 


Boss, DID 
YOU REALLY THINK 
THAT | ABANDON 
MY MISSION AND 
EVEN RUN AWAY!? 


WHEN ON EARTH ARE 
YOU GOING TO KILL 
HERI? YOU'VE ALWAYS 
BEEN TOGETHER WITH 
HER...DO YOU WANT TO 
TELL ME THAT YOU 
COULDN'T FIND AN 
OPENING TO STRIKE!? 





VITAL THING 
I$ TO BE ABLE 
TO STEAL THE 
i TARGETS 





THAT SHE'LL 
BRING FROM THE 
BOTTOM OF HER 

HEART WHEN THAT 
MOMENT comes!! 


| WANT TO 


SEE AZUMI'S THAT WAY 
OF KILLING Is A 


TECHNIQUE YOU 
TAUGHT ME. WHEN 
| ACCOMPLISH 
THAT... 








YOU'RE 
THE 











FOR EXAMPLE, IF 
YOU, ATTENDING THE 
DOJO AND EXCELLING 

WITH THE SWORD, 

BECAME ABLE TO 
WORK AS ASSISTANT 

INSTRUCTOR, 


THERE'S THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT 


A GOOD FAMILY 
WITH A MARRIAGE 


IM ARE BY NO MEANS 


ALSO NoT || _ INACTIVE. THey 
ATTEND THE DOJO 
INACTIVE AND STRIVE TO 


AT ALL. TRAIN WITH THE 


i) LIVING, AS IF YOU 
HAD TOOK REFUGE, IN 
AND TEACHING , 
READING AND WRIT- THE TEMPLE OF THAT 
ING TO THE BRATS 
OF THE FARMERS 
AND MERCHANTS. 


EVEN THOUGH 
SHOJIRO AND 
KISABURO, 
WHO ARE 
OF YOUR 
SAME AGE, 
WERE BORN 
SECOND 
AND THIRD 


ABSTAIN- 
ING FROM 
ASSOCIATING 
WITH YOUR 
tm SAMURAI 





DON’T YOU THINK THAT 

F, YOU ONLY TURNED YOUR 

BACK TO YOUR FUTURE 
WITH YOUR OWN: 


SPENDING 


DOING!? 


JECTIVES | HAVE, 


UNDERSTAND!! 





BIT OLD BUT a 


I mM 
: ‘Ae SHIN'ICHIRO 


DOESN'T WEAR 











WY IF YOU WERE () As THE SECOND 

\ SON WHO CAN'T 

. EVEN DO SOME 
PUBLIC DUTY, 


FAMILY IN A 
RELIABLE WAY. 
































WITH YOUR 
PARENTS 
? 





OH, RIGHT... 
KIKU-SAN AND 
AZUMI-SAN SAID 


B SINCE | WAS 


VERY LITTLE, 








I'M SORRY...IT 
SEEMS THAT I'VE 
3\ MADE YOU REMEMBER 
R24 SOME SAD THINGS... 


| SEE...DO | RESEMBLE 
YOUR BROTHER...? 





| WANTED TO 
STAY LIKE THIS... 
AT LEAST ONCE... 
PLEASE! HUG ME... 























DIDN’T YOU GET THEM 
CLEANED JUST YESTERDAYI? 
IT’S NOT LIKE EARWAX 
WOULD ACCUMULATE IN 
SUCH A SHORT TIME!! 


DON’T YOU BECAUSE YOU ALWAYS 


DID THOSE THINGS, ALL 
EVER MEDITATE THE WOMEN WHO CAME 


ABOUT ITIP = TO. WRK FoR us GUITTED 


WWMEDIATELY!! 


THINGS, 
REFUSE HIM 
CLEARLY... 


wan 


ines t 
Al 
fie 





No...| WON'T | 
FORCE YOU TO 

















EHHHM... WHERE 
= SHOULD | START 
mes = FROM AND HOW 

Me SHOULD | say 
aT... 


WHO LIVE COMING AND GOING 
FROM VARIOUS COUNTRIES 


IN THE PAST 
THEY WERE 


MANY MORE 
THAN NOW. 






































FISHER TO 
CATCH FISH 


BLACKSMITHS, 
CARPENTERS 
AND SO ON...THE 
ARTISANS WHO 
RELY ON THEIR 
SKILLS, TO FIND 


TRAVEL TO GREAT 





BROAD THEIR 
‘STUDIES... 





HOWEVER... 
THE CURRENT 
TOKUGAWA 


AND SO THEY GET 
CROWDED WITH THOSE 
“PEOEPLE OF MANY 
TALENTS’ | TOLD 


HAVING THOSE UNIDENTIFIED 
PERSONS WITHOUT LORDS, 
GOING AND COMING, CROSSING 
THE NATIONAL BORDERS AS 
THEY PLEASE IS AN EXTREMELY 
BAD SITUATION. 


FOREMOST, 

NOT RESIDING IN 
SPECIFIC LAND, THEY 
CAN'T EVEN COLLECT THE 
LAND TAX FROM THEM. 


THE CROSSING 
OF NATIONAL 


POWERFUL 
PERSONS 
WHO WANT 
TO CONTROL 
THE WHOLE 
COUNTRY, 








THEY GIVE BIRTH 
TO HIGHER WISDOM 
AND SKILLS. 


NEAR HERE, THERE’S 

I'D LIKE TO HAVE A WONDERFUL PERSON 

YOU MEET HIM, I, WHO | LOOK UP TO AS 
A MY MENTOR. 





WHEN WISDOM 
AND GREAT SKILLS 
MIX TOGETHER 





AFTER | AT PRESENT, “PEOPLE 
HAVE ACQUIRED A OF MANY TALENTS” WHO _/ 
LITTLE MORE FIRM 
TENZAN-DONO, ARE 
GATHERING. 


FLL come INTO j : ‘ ¥ ; 
; BL LL TRAVEL AROUND 


CONTACT AND WORK 
TOGETHER WITH IN- VARIOUS COUNTRIES 
TELLIGENT PEOPLE TOGETHER WITH KARA- 
AND PERSONS WHO SUMA TENZAN-DONO 
HAVE DEVELOPED AND THE PEOPLE WHO 
THEIR SKILLS HAVE GREAT SKILLS 
AND KNOWLEDGE 


AND 
THEN WE‘LL 
PROPAGATE 











DOING IT 

LIKE THIS, 
OUR NATION | 
WILL BECOM 


I'D LIkE YOU TOO TO GO 
AROUND WITH US IN THE 
VARIOUS COUNTRIES!! 








No, NOT YET. 
BUT IT SHOULDN‘T 
BE SO FAR... 


«HAS THE DAY 

TO CARRY OUT 

THE PLAN BEEN 
DECIDED!? 


fue LISTEN...IF SOME 
WON'T TELL, INFORMATION IS 
EVEN MOTHER. LEME OUT TD 
THEM, WE'LL 
SUFFER A 
TOTAL Loss. 
EARNESTLY... 





YOU'VE wiry 

NEVER YOUR 
EXPERIENCED eencine 
TAKING A | ‘skiLis, 


LIFE... 





INORDERTO 
MAKEKNOWN 
TOTHE WHOLE 
COUNTRY THAT 
THETOKUGAWA 
SHOGUNATE 
STOOD FIRM LIKE 
AHUGEROCK, 
EVEN IFIEYASU 
WAS DEAD, AND 
THATIT WAS UN- 
SHAKEABLE NOR 
CONTROLLABLE 
BY THETOZAMA 
DAIMYO.. 


COUNTRY WITH 
FIRM STRENGTH 
AND TERROR, 
WAY MORE 
THANIN 
IEYASUS ERA. 


THE 
TOKUGAWA 
SHOGUNATE, 

WITHTHE 
SECOND 
SHOGUN, 
HIDETADA, 
ATITSTOP, 
ANNOUNCED 
THATIEYASU § 
DIED FROM. 
ILLNESS. 





THIS 
TIME IS 
REALLY 

THE 
TIME TO 
WORK 
LIKE A 
SAMU- 

Rall! 


THE 


PERSONS TO ARREST 


ALLTHEGANGS OF 
RONIN WHO WERE 
DISTURBING THE 
PUBLIC ORDER IN 


PUTTING LIFE 

ON THE LINE IF some- 

FOR THE LORD THING WERE 
IS THE VERY TO HAPPEN 
WAY OF THE TO YOU... 
SAMURAI!! 


UTMOST 
ATTENTION... 





It’s JusT 
NATURAL... 
THAT HE 


"A HEAVEN-SENT TIME 
FOR WORK HAS CoMmel!” THEY 
SAID, AND LIKE TRUE MEN, 
THREW THEMSELVES INTO 
TRAINING WITH THE SWORD 
EVEN more! 


; Irs 
daar FOOLISH 
ol ag a RELYING ON 
realy i INN MILITARY 
LIKE THAT NS 


SHOJIRO 
AND 


KISABURO 
WERE BORN | 
SECOND 
AND THIRD 
SONS, | 
BUT... 


OTHER 
HAND... THAT 
IDIOT OF 
SHUNJIRO... 





SAYING THAT WE 
WERE PUT IN THE 
GROUP WHO'S 
GOING TO CAPTURE 
KARASUMA 


LET‘S GO 
TO MEET HIM 
TOGETHER 
BEFORE 


TODAY A 
RUMOR 
REACHED 
MY EAR 


YOU KNOW 
THAT | WANTED 
TO BE PUT IN 

THE GROUP 
THAT'S GOING 

TO ARREST 
THE VIOLENT 
RONIN, BUT. 


KARASUMA 
TENZAN-DONO 
IS REALLY A 
WONDERFUL MAN 
WORTHY OF 
RESPECTI! 





SHUNJIRO- 
DONO TOLD 
ME ABOUT 
HIS DREAM 


You AND 
SHUNIIRO STAYED 


IN THE FUTON 
TOGETHER! 


WHO DOESN’T 
KNOW WOMEN! 











|, KIKU, WILL 
PROTECT YOU 
FOREVER AND 








HIGH 
PRIEST, 
WHY DID YOU 


KIMONO 
LIKE THIS Ay 


at 
FOR VARIOUS R 





You CAN'T! 














Kany 


HOW NOISY A 
PLACE YOU FIND 
YOURSELF, YOU 


MUST ALWAYS 
PERCEIVE THE 








| WANTED 
TO STAY ALONE M ey 
TOGETHER WITH BA | INEXCUSABLE 
YOU, AZUMI-SAN!! TOWARDS 


Me| Kiku-sAn, 





STOP ITH 


THEY'LL FIND = 


YOU... 


MANY RONIN 
ARE GOING TO 
WHERE KARASUMA 
TENZAN AND THE 
OTHERS ARE. 


DID IT GO OK? 
WEREN'T YOU 
FOUND OUT!? 





DON’T 
TELL ME 
THAT THOSE 


WORRYING, 
EH, 
SHOIIRO? 


THIS DOMAIN 
MANAGEMENT 
IS SOFT AND 


IF WE PUT THE 
PLAN INTO ACTION 
NOW, WE COULD DO 
A MASS ARREST OF 
TALENTED RONIN!! 


IF THOSE GUYS NOTICED THAT WE'RE 
WATCHING THEM, IT WOULD BECOME A 
GRAVE BLUNDER FROM WHICH THERE'D 

BE NO RETURN, KISABURO!! 


EVERYTHING'S 
FINE, THEY 
DIDN'T NOTICE 
ANYTHING. 





THOSE GUYS... 
WON'T JUST 





BEEN NIGHTS THINKING 

| CAN'T ABOUT IT 
GETS ME SO 

EXCITED 


POSSIBILITY, || we COULD GAIN ) le WE'RE 


SHOJIRO! COND AND 
a SETA THIRD SONS, } 


y) GOODNESS... 
Np 


7 
a\SX 





MERITORIOUS 
DEED AT THE 
RISK OF OUR 






. Y 
ANAS 


1 






WE MUST LIVE 
FOR THE REST 
OF OUR LIVES 

WITH BASTARDS 


WE'LL BE 
RISKING 
OUR LIVES 


1 We CAN'T 


HAVE AN 
INHERIT- 


We'RE ALMOST 

THERE WHERE 
By _ KARASUMA 
Brea TENZAN LIVES. 


AND ON THE DAY 
EVEN THOUGH | 9 OF THE FESTIVAL 
TAKING AZUMI-SAN IN WHICH | RE- 
ALONG TO INTRODUCE MAINED ALONE 
HER TO KARASUMA WITH HER ON. 
TENZAN-DONO SHOULD PURPOSE... 
> BE FINE AND ALL... : 


| CAN'T WAIT 
TO SEE WHAT 
KIND OF PERSON 
KARASUMA 
TENZAN-DONO 
18...SINCE YOU 
RESPECT HIM SO... 


ACCIDENT- 
ALLY SAY I'LL 
INTRODUCE 
HER...? WHY 
DID | SAY 





ISN'T 
THAT ONE 
SHUNIIRO!? 





IT's BEEN 
A WHILE, 


SHUNTIRO! 








SHE'S GOT... 
SLIGHTLY BLUE 
EYES AND...CLEAR 
WHITE SKIN... 


ONE OF THE BRATS 
YOU TEACH AT THE 
TEMPLE, RIGHTI? 





: Warr, f 
“7 SHUNTIRO'S* | 
4 \ 


BECAUSE YOU WERE 
STRONGER THAN US WHEN 
WE WERE BRATS, YOU THINK 
THAT THINGS ARE STILL 


AND HOW PITIFUL A 
MAN YOU'VE BECOME! 





WAAH COWARD LIke 
HA HA HIM, NOTHING 

9 GOOD WILL 
COME OF IT! 





| THINK THAT IF 





IT, SHUNJIRO-DONO. 
iv IT’S BETTER TO NOT 
COME CLOSER TO 
THOSE RONIN. 




















Hey Sis, LETS 
PLAY TOGETHER 
DOING FUNNY 
THINGS, EH? 
HYAAA HYA 
HYA HYAHI! 











CONNECTED BY 
THE STRINGS 
OF FATE, 


DESTINED TO 
BE RAPED BY 





P SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT! 








PLEASE, RUN WITH 
ALL YOU'VE GOT AND i 
FLEE WITHOUT FEAR PATH FIGHTING, 


FOR ME. ALRIGHT!? SEARCH FOR AN 
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